BOM #9

McGuire 2

Lesson #9: 2 Nephi 11-25




(next lesson: 2 Nephi 26-30)

2 Nephi 11 and 25

Why did Nephi quote Isaiah?

1. Three witnesses (Jacob/Nephi/Isaiah)

Elder Holland: “Standing like sentinels at the gate of the book, Nephi, Jacob, and Isaiah admit us into the scriptural presence of the Lord.” (Christ and the New Covenant, p. 36)
2. 1 Nephi 19:23
"to more fully persuade them to believe in the Lord."

3. 2 Nephi 11:2-5
"to provide another witness of Jesus Christ."

4. 2 Nephi 11:5-6, 8   "to help us (his readers) rejoice."

5. 2 Nephi 25:3
"to reveal God's judgments"

Grace, Reconciliation, Salvation

2 Ne 10:24: “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, reconcile yourselves to the will of God, and not to the will of the devil and the flesh; and remember, after ye are reconciled unto God, that it is only in and through the grace of God that ye are saved.”

2 Ne 25:23 : “[B]e reconciled to God; for we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all we can do.”

To think about: If our works were perfect, there would not be any need for God's grace; on the other hand, if God's grace were sufficient by itself, then there would be no need for us to engage in good works.  See Ether 12:27

2 Ne 11:4: Behold, my soul delighteth in proving unto my people the truth of the coming of Christ; for, for this end hath the law of Moses been given; and all things which have been given of God from the beginning of the world, unto man, are the typifying of him.

2 Ne 25:25-27: For, for this end was the law given; wherefore the law hath become dead unto us, and we are made alive in Christ because of our faith; yet we keep the law because of the commandments. And we talk of Christ, we rejoice in Christ, we preach of Christ, we prophesy of Christ, and we write according to our prophecies, that our children may know to what source they may look for a remission of their sins. Wherefore, we speak concerning the law that our children may know the deadness of the law; and they, by knowing the deadness of the law, may look forward unto that life which is in Christ, and know for what end the law was given. And after the law is fulfilled in Christ, that they need not harden their hearts against him when the law ought to be done away.
Chapter 11

v. 2-3
Nephi – Jacob – Isaiah all saw Christ => three witnesses to Christ and the Book of

 
Mormon

v. 4-5
The joy of Nephi's soul in teaching about Christ. All things given of God typify Christ.


Moses 6:63: all things bear record of me.

Chapter 25

v. 1-7
The importance of Isaiah's writings and the keys to understanding them

· What is the spirit of prophecy? One part is understanding that God is the God of history.

· Manual: "Many of Isaiah’s writings seem difficult to understand because they refer to a wide range of past and future events described in symbolic language."

From lesson #6 notes:   God is the God of history. 

According to scripture, Jehovah entered into a covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; delivered their descendents from bondage in Egypt; gave them the Torah at Sinai; and led them into the land of promise.

According to scripture, Jehovah entered into a covenant with Lehi, delivered his descendents from bondage in Jerusalem, gave them the law, and led them into the land of promise.

According to the New Testament and our own scripture, this Jehovah is also the Messiah, David's heir, who was raised from the dead to be the first fruits and instrumental agent of the final redemption. The God of Israel is thus revealed in history, through history, and for history.
God is also the God of our own personal histories.

J. Alec Motyer, Isaiah: An Introduction and Commentary

"Isaiah teachers how history 'works'. He sees two fundamental principles. The first is that the course of history is in the hand of God in the most direct, managerial sense . . . .For Isaiah, even the superpowers of earth are but rods, axes and saws in the hands of a single divine agent. Secondly, within the divine programme, history is the outworking of moral purposes, the arena of choice and moral responsibility."

v. 8, 21
"my people." Why is this important? See BOM Title Page – who is the BOM written to? (1 Nephi 

19:23)

v. 9-19
Nephi gives an overview of the scattering, gathering, re-scattering, and regathering of Israel, 

including an account of the first coming of Jesus Christ.

v. 20
the brass serpent

v. 23
Two purposes for Nephi's writing.

v. 27
the "dead" law – what does this mean?

v. 28-29
What is the right way?

v. 29
What does it mean to bow down to Christ?


(The following are notes from Mack Stirling's Institute class, 1994-95)

2 Nephi 12-24 = Isaiah 2-14

In the book of Isaiah, chapters 2-12 comprises a literary unit where Isaiah focuses on the apostasy of Israel then, and now. In Isaiah 13-39, judgment is emphasized.

Chapter 12

2-4 

Description of Last Days, temple(s), millennial peace

5-9

Description of Israel's apostasy

10-22

Description of judgments on the wicked at the 2nd coming

2

Mountain of the Lord's house established in the top of the mountains – 



all nations shall flow unto it. Where? SLC? But . .  Read D&C 133:13

3

mountain of the Lord = House of God of Jacob. Law/word from Zion/Jerusalem

4

Millennial peace

Apostasy:

5

"house of Jacob" – all have gone astray, everyone to his wicked ways



Read D&C 1:16

6

Therefore God has forsaken his people

8

Idols

9

Neither the mean man nor the great man sufficiently humble.

11

Lofty man shall be humbled (v. 13 "high cedars," v. 14 "high mountains")

12

Day of the Lord soon cometh upon all nations



Read 2 Nephi 25:3; 2 Nephi 24:26: 2 Nephi 27:1-4

18, 20

Idols abolished



Fear of God makes wicked seek the clefts of rocks and they shall be

 

Smitten by his Glory when he arises to shake the earth.

1. temporal – Destruction of wicked at the 2nd coming: Rev. 6:15-17

shaking of earth: D&C 84:118; D&C 49:23-25; Heb. 12:26 

2. spiritual – Thrusting of wicked into hell

shaking – 2 Nephi 28:19; Mosiah 2:36-38; 2 Nephi 9:46

Chapter 13

1-16

Description of Israel's apostasy (v. 13-14 briefly refer to a coming 

judgment)

17-26

Consequences of apostasy

Apostasy – using symbolic language


1
The Lord doth take away "staff of bread and stay of water" = no spiritual or temporal nourishment. See 2 Nephi 26:11


4-7
Only immaturity, immature leaders will be left. Societal destruction is the natural and unavoidable consequence of rejecting God in this fallen world.

8
tongues and doings = words and deeds

11
eat the fruit of of their doings = enjoy the fruit of their deeds

12
Leaders cause the people to err. See 2 Nephi 28:14; Luke 11:52


(children and women are used as equal terms!)

13
the beginning of a "court" scene

17
secret parts = baldness (not, in this instance, sexual nudity)

Consequences of Apostasy

24-26
Isaiah uses descriptions of physical decay/disease to symbolize spiritual sickness


and decay. Israel's society as a whole will be desolate.

Chapter 14         Description of near Millenium/Millenium

2
"Branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious" (how did Nephi read this?)


2 Nephi 9:53; 2 Nephi 10:1, 7; Isaiah 60:21; 2 Nephi 3:5

3-4
Inhabitants of Zion and Jerusalem shall be pure and holy


Ether 13:2-11; D&C 45:65-71

5-6
See Ex. 19:18, Ex. 40:34-38, 1 Kings 8:10-11

Chapter 15

1-7
Parable of the Vineyard

8-23
Woes = CURSING pronounced on certain kinds of behavior

24-30
Judgments to come because of apostate behavior

for 8-30, see Deut. 28

1-2

House of
men of Judah



Israel

best people
temple
atonement

 !



vineyard 
choicest vine
tower
winepress
->
wild grapes

4

What more could I have done to my vineyard? Jacob 5:47

5-6

Desolation of the vineyard



loss of hedge/wall (loss of defense)



briers and thorns to come (people without Gospel/law of God)



no rain (no living water)



Hebrews 6:7-8; Genesis 3:17-18

WOES

8 - 10

WO on those who practice economic oppression

11-12

WO on those who waste time in pleasure

13
People into captivity because they have no knowledge

1. Famished  
John 6:5

2. Thirsty 
D&C 63:23


14
Therefore, hell will swell 
2 Nephi 28:19-23


15
Proud humbled
2 Nephi 12:9


16
God shall judge


17
Then strangers shall eat in waste places of the fat ones    Matthew 22:2-14

18

WO  on those that foster iniquity

20

WO on those that call evil good and good evil, etc.

21

WO on those wise in their own eyes
2 Nephi 7:11

22

WO to the mighty who justify the wicked for a reward

JUDGMENTS

24

Those that despise God's word = cast away the law



1. devoured as fire on stubble



2. root -> rottenness; blossoms -> dust

25

Hand/anger stretched forth against Israel 
2 Nephi 8:17



hills tremble, carcasses torn in midst of the streets

26

In anger, God lifts up an ensign (flag, sign) to the nations from afar/hisses to them



hisses = whistles to them



See 2 Nephi 17:18-24 = Isaiah 17:18-24



Come swiftly

	28
sharp arrows

29
roar like young lions, carry away


prey, none shall deliver

30
roar against Israel like the roaring


of the sea


Land: DARKNESS


	Temporal fulfillments: 

Assyria 721 B.C. (the literal meaning of the ensign in these verses – and how Nephi would have understood them)

Successor nations in our own time 

Spiritual fulfillment:

Political arms of the Kingdom of the Devil oppressing God's people

 

	1 Nephi 21:24-25; 2 Nephi 8:14-15 (Isaiah 51:14-15); 1 Nephi 21 (Isaiah 49); 1 Nephi 22:4-5

	LeGrand Richards and Sidney B. Sperry, and others, interpreted these verses as the gathering of Israel, with the Church being the Ensign (see however 2 Nephi 21:10 [Is. 11:10])


Chapter 16
Isaiah's call as a prophet

1-8

Isaiah in the council of God

9-13

Response to Isaiah's message and the consequences of that choice.




Isaiah's message is pivotal in determining Israel's history.
1

Isaiah saw the Lord in the temple (earthly vs heavenly). His train (robe? Veil? 

Followers?) filled the temple

2

Seraphim = burning or fiery ones. See Psalm 104:4; Heb. 1:7




Angels? See Rev. 4:6-9; D&C 77:3-4




6 wings: for mobility and concealment

3

Holy holy holy = most holy = holy of holies

4

House filled with smoke, doorposts moved = shook = quaked -> glory and 

presence of God. See Ex. 19:18; Ex. 20:18-20

5

Isaiah is afraid because he has seen God and is impure.



See Moses 1:5-11

6-7

Live coal purifies Isaiah. Put in his mouth. See Jeremiah 1:9



Live coals were taken into the Most Holy Place on the Day of Atonement as



Part of the ritual of purification. See Leviticus 16:2, 12-13

8

Whom shall I send? Send me.  See Abraham 3:27

9-10

People to fail to understand, to have hard hearts, be blind and deaf -> 2 Nephi 27:5



Isaiah's message precipitates hardening of the heart among the people (just like



Pharoah and Moses).

11-12

For how long will they reject God's/Isaiah's message with hard hearts? Until 

Israel is desolate and scattered.

13

Brief prophecy of return/restoration of Israel



"tenth" = tenth is the Holy Portion. See Numbers 18:26, 29 


NIV: 26 "Speak to the Levites and say to them: 'When you receive from the Israelites the tithe I give you as your inheritance, you must present a tenth of that tithe as the LORD's offering.

29 You must present as the LORD's portion the best and holiest part of everything given to you.'

v. 13, NIV: And though a tenth remains in the land,         

it will again be laid waste.         

But as the terebinth and oak         

leave stumps when they are cut down,         

so the holy seed will be the stump in the land."

Chapter 17

Note: Syro-Ephramite War 735/4 B.C. Israel and Syria wanted to persuade Ahaz King of Judah to join a coalition against Assyria. Isaiah is trying to prevent Ahaz from forming a protective counter-alliance with Assyria, which Ahaz did anyway with bad results (see 2 Chronicles 28:16-21).

1-9
Isaiah and son Shearjashub to meet with Ahaz to give him counsel

10-16
Immanuel prophecy forced on Ahaz as a sign

17-25
Destruction to come upon Israel from Egypt and Assyria

3

Shearjashub = remnant shall return

9

Ahaz to stand firm in his faith or be destroyed



NSRV: "If you do not stand firm in faith, you shall not stand at all."

14

virgin = young, marriageable woman



1. unknown young woman



2. 2nd wife of Isaiah (Is 8:1-3)



3. Direct prophecy of Mary



4. 1 or 2 as a type of 3



Read: Matthew 1:22-23



Son Immanuel = God is with us

16

Israel/Syria to be devastated before the son knows good/evil



(Israel plundered by Assyria 732 B.C. and 721 B.C.)

18

Lord to hiss (whistle, call) for flly/bee in Egypt and Assyria



"In that day" foreshadows destructions in the last days before the 2nd coming.



(2 Nephi 15 25-30; Isaiah 5:25-30)

23-24

Breaking down of the vineyard and its replacement by briers and thorns as prophesied in 

2 Nephi 15:5-6 (Isaiah 5:5-6) to be fulfilled, to be begun.

Chapter 18: 
APOSTASY = REJECTION OF CHRIST

1-8
Assyria to come upon Israel and Juday (Sennacherib's invasion 701 B.C. got all the cities of 


Judah except Jerusalem

9-10
Prophecy against the nations who came upon Israel (vs the wicked in Israel)

11-18
Trust in God rather than the arm of flesh

19-22
Desolation of the wicked

3-4

Isaiah's son Mahershalalhas-baz (quick to plunder, swift to spoil) shall not speak

 

before Israel destroyed by Assyria (born approx. 734 – 732 B.C.)

6

People refuse water of Shiloah (main spring in Jerusalem) = living waters

7-8

Assyria = waters of river -> gets to neck of Juday



See 2 Nephi 15:30 (Isaiah 5:30); 2 Nephi 8:15 (Isaiah 51:8)

9-10

Ultimately nations who fight against Israel/Zion shall be destroyed. See 2 Ne. 10:16

14-16

Christ as a sanctuary for righteous vs. a stumbling block for the wicked.



See 1 Peter 2:6-8; Romans 9:33

17-18

I = Isaiah 



I = Christ as the Son.  Read Hebrews 2:13



v. 18 NIV: "Here am I, and the children the LORD has given me. We are signs and 

symbols in Israel from the LORD Almighty, who dwells on Mount Zion."

20-22

If they speak not according to law and testimony -> no light in them. (see v. 16)



They are hungry -> curse God



Darkness on the earth: see 2 Nephi 28:20, Moses 7:61



Both houses of Israel driven to darkness

Chapter 19 and 20:1-4

1-7

Prophecy of Christ

8-21

Hand of God's anger (symbolized by Assyria) to fall on Israel/Judah as a 


Chapter 20:1-4
consequence of their sins = rejecting Christ. See 2 Ne. 10:3-6; Jeremiah 25:15-18

1

Ultimately the darkness will be replaced by light

2

"People that walked in darkness have seen a great light" See Matt. 4:12-16, 17

4

(God to break the yoke of his [Assyria's] burden



1. God destroyed Sennacherib's army 701 BC



2. God to eventually smite 
a) temporal Assyria







b) spiritual Assyria
see 2 Ne. 20:5-33

6-7

names, designations. "to sit upon the throne of David" 

8-21; 20:1-4
God's wrath against Israel. "hand [of anger] stretched out still."

8

God sends his word against Jacob, Israel

9-10

People speak in pride: we will build with even better materials

4-12

Assyria and surrounding nations to devour Israel

13

People turn not to God despite being smitten

14-16

God to destroy Israel. Their leaders cause them to err (2 Nephi 13:4-5)

18-20

Wickedness. Darkness. Hunger =>fire to burn the briers and thorns (2 Ne. 15:6)

20:1-4

Greedy people to fall and be slain

Chapter 20:5-34

WRATH OF GOD ON ASSYRIA

Note: 2 Nephi 8:22-23 = Isaiah 51. First God will smite Israel BUT after will he smite the nations that smote Israel. Compare with 2 Nephi 24 (Isaiah 14:25-26), 2 Nephi 25:3; 2 Nephi 27:1-2; 2 Nephi 28:18-23.

5

Assyria = Rod of God's anger

6

Assyria sent against a hypocritical nation

7-11, 14-15
Pride of Assyria – see 2 Nephi 26:19-22, 29



v. 15
Assyria = ax in hand of God

12

After God punishes Israel -> Assyria to be punished!

16-19

Destructions upon Assyria = nations of the world



warriors -> wasting disease



thorns and briers devoured



forest to be burned -> few trees left

20- 23

In the midst of the consumption, a remnant of Israel will return and no longer stay on



him that smote them (Assyria = arm of flesh) see 2 Ne. 28:31,



but will stay (rely) on the God of Israel



Read D&C 87:6; 1 Nephi 14:17

24-34

Power of Assyria to be broken

24

Assyria to smite Zion with a rod after the manner of Egypt

25

In a while God's anger on Israel through Assyria will cease

26

Assyria to be scourged like



1. Midian at Oreb     See Judges 7:22-25; Judges 8:16



2. Egypt at the Sea

27

In that day, Assyria's yoke to be broken!

33-34

High trees of Lebanon to be hewn down. Read 2 Nephi 19:9-10

CHAPTER 21 

1-5
Prophecy of Christ

6-9
Millennium

10-16
Gathering of Israel

1

Stem from Rod



Branch from Roots



D&C 113:1-2    Stem = Christ



D&C 113:3-4
Rod = servant of Christ from Jesse/Ephraim (much power)

10

Root of Jesse, stand for ENSIGN of the people



Gentiles will seek this Ensign



Rest will be glorious



D&C 113:5-6  Root = descendant of Jesse/Joseph to whom rightly belongs




Priesthood keys = Ensign for gathering



Different opinions among church members WHO this root is: most commonly thought to

 


be Joseph Smith but this is not completely certain.

6-9

Millenium



wolf-leopard-lion-asp-cockatrice – shall not hurt or destroy in all the Holy Mountain



(as opposed to prior millennium)



Earth shall be full of knowledge of Lord, as the waters cover the sea



Read Habbakuk 2:14; 2 Nephi 30:15; D&C 84:98; D&C 1:19-20

10-16

Gathering



Second time: 1 Nephi 21:22, 2 Nephi 25:16-18; 2 Nephi 6:14-16; 2 Nephi 29:1-3



Ensign for the nations:  1 Nephi 21:22; 1 Nephi 22:8



Gather dispersed from four corners of the earth



Egyptian sea. Dry shod. Highway for remnant in Assyria.




Read Isaiah 35:7-10; D&C 133:27-29 

CHAPTER 22

Isaiah talks to Israel about her status in the Millenium

3

draw water out of wells of salvation

4

name of Lord exalted (vs. Babylon in 2 Nephi 24:22)

5

Sing unto the Lord (D&C 84:96-102; D&C 45:71; Rev. 15:3)

CHAPTERS 23 AND 24
JUDGMENTS ON BABYLON

Destruction of Spiritual Babylon

1 Nephi 14:3, 17; D&C 88:94, 106; Rev. 18:2-3, 21

Binding of Satan


D&C 88:110; 2 Nephi 30:18; 1 Nephi 22:26

23:3-5

Lord's army of sanctified ones
1 Nephi 14:12-14

23:6-10

1. Fear of the wicked at the day of the Lord   Rev. 6:15-17



2.  Dark sun, bloody moon, falling stars         Rev. 6:12-15, D&C 45:36-42; Matt 24:29

23:11-15
1.  Destruction of the proud  v. 11, 15 
       See 1 Nephi 11:36



2.  Shaking of the heavens and earth: D&C 49:23; 45:47-48; Heb. 12:26-28; Hag. 2:6



3. Images of people fleeing to their own land of refuge (see v. 14)

23:16-19
Pitiless Medes shall ravage Babylon



1.  Cyrus



2.  See D&C 63:33; Mormon 4:5

23:20-22
Desolation of  Babylon: The wicked to perish but God to be merciful to his people



1 Nephi 22:16-17, 22-23

24:1-3

Isaiah speaks to Israel



1. Restoration to their own lands or promise with strangers



2. shall serve the Lord



3. shall rule over former oppresors



4. Israel to have rest in that day.

24:4-20

Taunt Song against the King of Babylon

7

Whole earth at rest

8

Cedars of Lebanon: "Since thou are laid down, no feller comes against us."

9

Hell moved to meet thee

11

Worms cover thee  D&C 76:44

9-11

Inhabitants of Sheol see that the King of Babylon is as weak as them.

12-15

Lucifer Son of the Morning wished to ascend in heaven, will be thrust down to hell.

16-19

King of Babylon cast out of an honorable grave like an abominable branch

20-23

Desolation of Babylon and its King (the opposite of what happens to Israel and her King)

· children of Babylon shall not be renowned, shall be slaughtered

· shall not fill the face of the world with cities

· cut off from Babylon (name, remant)

24:24-27
1.  As God has thought/purposed so shall it happen



2.  Assyrian to be trodden underfoot



3.  Lord's purpose: hand stretched out upon all nations

24:28-32
About Philistia (NOT Palestine)



Ahaz died approximately 720 B.C.



Philistines had received a brief respite from Assyria afer the deaths of Shalmaneser V 

(722 B.C.) and Sargon's conquest of Samaria (721 B.C.) but eventually succumbed

to Sennacherib (701 B.C.)

1. Refers to events in Isaiah's lifetime

2. Serves as a symbol for a lesser wicked nation after a greater wicked nation oppressing

    it is deterred.

32

Salvation only possible in Zion. (D&C 45:65-71)

