(1) There are but a very few beings in the world who understand rightly the character of God. The great majority of mankind do not comprehend anything, either that which is past, or that which is to come, as it respects their relationship to God. They do not know, neither do they understand the nature of that relationship; and consequently they know but little above the brute beast, or more than to eat, drink and sleep. This is all man knows about God or His existence, unless it is given by the inspiration of the Almighty.     

If a man learns nothing more than to eat, drink and sleep, and does not comprehend any of the designs of God, the beast comprehends the same things. It eats, drinks, sleeps, and knows nothing more about God; yet it knows as much as we, unless we are able to comprehend by the inspiration of Almighty God. If men do not comprehend the character of God, they do not comprehend themselves. I want to go back to the beginning, and so lift your minds into more lofty spheres and a more exalted understanding than what the human mind generally aspires to.
[Ask yourselves the question: What is God?]

(2) The scriptures inform us that "This is life eternal that they might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent."     

If any man does not know God, and inquires what kind of a being He is,-if he will search diligently his own heart-if the declaration of Jesus and the apostles be true, he will realize that he has not eternal life; for there can be eternal life on no other principle.     

My first object is to find out the character of the only wise and true God, and what kind of a being He is.

[Discussion of persecution and false prophecy]

(3) God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the great secret. If the veil were rent today, and the great God who holds this world in its orbit, and who upholds all worlds and all things by His power, was to make himself visible,-I say, if you were to see him today, you would see him like a man in form-like yourselves in all the person, image, and very form as a man; for Adam was created in the very fashion, image and likeness of God, and received instruction from, and walked, talked and conversed with Him, as one man talks and communes with another.

[Discussion of the council in heaven, translation of the scriptures]

(4) Having a knowledge of God, we begin to know how to approach Him, and how to ask so as to receive an answer. When we understand the character of God, and know how to come to Him, he begins to unfold the heavens to us, and to tell us all about it. When we are ready to come to him, he is ready to come to us.

[Discussion of man and woman in relation to God, etc.]

Willard Richards: (1) If men do not comprehend the character of God they do not comprehend themselves. (2) Eternal life to know God. -if man does not know God, has not Eternal life. (3) -Is a man like one of yourselves.-should you see him to day. you would see a man in fashion and in form. Adam was formed in his likeness. (4) Soon as we begin to understand the character of the Gods he begins to unfold the heavens to us.
Wilford Woodruff: (1) But few understand the character of God. they do not know they do not understand their relationship to God. the world know no more than  the brute beast, & they know no more than to eat drink and sleep & this is all man knows about God or his exhistance, except what is given by the inspiration of the Almighty. go then to the beginning that you may understand. (2) The scriptures inform us that this is eternal life to know the ownly wise God & Jesus Christ whom He has sent. If any inquire what kind of a being God is, I would say If you dont know God you have not eternal life, go back & find out what kind of a being God is. (3) God who sits in yonder heavens is a man like yourselves That God if you were to see him to day that holds the worlds you would see him like a man in form, like yourselves. Adam was made in his image and talked with him & walkd with him. (4) having an knowledge of God we know how to Approach him & ask & he will answer.
Thomas Bullock: (1) There are very few who understand rightly the char of God-They do not comprehend any thing that is past or that which is to come & com: but little more than the brute beast if a man learns know nothing more than to eat, drink, sleep, &  does not comprehend any of the desn. of God the Beast com the same thing eats drin sleeps-[k]noes nothing more & how are we to do it by no or. way than the inspn of A. God. I want to go back to the begin & so get you into a more lofty sphere than what the human being generally understands. (2) The Apos: says this is Eternal life to know God & J.C. who he has sent 61-that is eternal. life if any man enquire what kind of a being is God if he will search deligently his own heart that unless he knows God he has no eternal life-my first object is to find out the character of the true God. (3) God himself who sits enthroned in yonder Heavens is a man like unto one of yourselves who holds this world in its orbit & upholds all things by his power if you were to see him today you wod. see him a man for Adam was a man like in fashion & image like unto him Adam wakd talked & convd. with him as one man talks & com: with anor. (4) when we be[g]in to know how to come to him-he begins to unfold the heavens to us & tell us all abt. it bef our prayers get to his ears.
William Clayton: (1) Few beings in the world who understand the character of God and do not comprehend their own character. They cannot compre[he]n the beginning nor the end neit[her] their own relation and is but little above the beast. If a man comprehends nothing more than to eat sleep arise and not any more and what the designs of Jehov what better than the beast it does the same thing-eat drink sleep & comprehends present and knows as much as we, unless we are able to com by the inspiration of A. God. Go back to beginning to lift you minds into a more exalted standing than the human mind is want. (2) The apostle says this is eternal life to know &c" that is eternal life if any man inquires what kind of being is God casts his mind to know-if the declaration of the ap[ostle] be true he will realize that he has not eternal life. There can be eternal life on no other principle. 1st object to find the character of the only wise & true God. (3) 1st God that sits enthroned is a man like one of yourselves. That is the great secret. If the veil was rent to day & the great God who holds this world in its sphere or its orbit-the planets-if you were to see him today you would see him in all the person image, very form of man, For Adam was created in the very fashion of God. Adam recieved instruction walked talked as one man with another. (4) When we begin to know now to come to him he begins to come to us. When we are ready to come to him he is ready to receive us.
