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The Vision of the Tree of Life
Lesson 3 - 1 Nephi 8-11;1 Nephi 12:16-18;1 Nephi 15
Applying the vision to ourselves.

· How do we read this vision? 

· What does it mean to read and study scripture? 

· How do we bring the past into the present?

I suggest: we engage the scripture by means of Spirit and our imagination, and this engagement changes us. Transforms us. When we talk about applying the scripture to ourselves, what we're really talking about is hearing the call of scripture, as it calls us to enter into a different life, a life that is eternal in its nature. (Not merely that it lasts forever, but is eternal as God is eternal.)

· When we speak to God and God reveals to us the things which we desire to know, the revelation/vision becomes personal and significant.

· Our experience of revelation both confirms and alters our understanding. 

· We become empowered to act upon our understanding.

What is Nephi teaching by writing this vision?

· NOT teaching the definition of symbols. 

When Laman and Lemuel have the symbols explained to them, they have still not understood the vision, nor have they experienced the revelation. 

· In this lesson, we're going to try and discern what Nephi is teaching.

· We can and should ask God to help us experience the revelation, so that we can bring the past into our present, hear the call of scripture, and participate in the process of our own transformation.

Review: Apocalyptic visions.

Apocalypse: Greek Apokalypsis = unveiling

· Biblical apocalypses: a narrative framework in which a revelatory vision is accorded to a human being, most often through the intervention of an otherworldly being, e.g., by an angel who takes him to a heavenly vantage point to show him the vision and/or to explain it to him. Sometimes to get there the visionary has to travel a distance to the ends of the earth or make a vertical journey through various heavens The secrets revealed involve a cosmic transformation that will result in a transition from this world to a world or era to come and a divine judgment on all.

· The vision of the supernatural world or of the future helps to interpret present circumstances on earth, which are almost always tragic. 

· The vision is often full of vivid symbols 
· The message is hope
Raymond Brown:

"To a contemporary culture that idolizes science and calculable knowledge, apocalyptic is an enduring witness to a reality that defies all our measurements; it testifies to another world that escapes all scientific gauges and finds expression in symbols and visions. That world is not created by imagination, but images serve as an entrée . . . To a world that accepts only what it can see, hear, and feel, [apocalyptic] is the scriptural gateway to what the eye has not seen and the ear not heard. Because its visions are filled with theological symbols, not with photographic reproductions, [apocalyptic] does not give an exact knowledge of that other world, a world that cannot be translated into human concepts. Rather, it attests forcefully that at every moment of human history, even the most desperate moment that causes people to lose hope, God is present. The Lamb standing as though slain is the ultimate guarantee of God's victorious care and deliverance, especially for the downtrodden and oppressed."

God desires that we understand:

2 Nephi 31:3

D&C 45:39

D&C 68:11

D&C 76:5-8

D&C 98:12

D&C 106:4-5


1 Nephi 8: Lehi's vision

8:2 
The prophet defined: dreamed a dream/seen a vision. Remember Numbers 12:6

8:3-4  
To Lehi, what is the purpose of the dream? What is happening in Lehi's life?

8:5 
Guide will eventually disappear.

8:7
Dark and dreary waste. Where are you right now? When have you passed through a "dark

and dreary waste?"

8:9 
Sees the field in response to the petitioning prayer.

8:10 – 12   Sees the tree; understands HOPE – the hope of happiness. 

· Desirable fruit that brings happiness: see Moses 4:12; 5:11; Genesis 3:6; Alma 42:8, 16; 2 Nephi 2:25. 

· "white"

8:13 –18   Lehi's particular response to the experience of "partaking."


· Will everyone's experience be the same? In the vision, when you eat the fruit, what/who will you see? 

8:19
rod of iron (other visions: a rope) which serves as a guide.

8:20
rod of iron, path, head of the fountain, large and spacious field

8:21
from the specific to the general – many people. Lehi's vision widens.

8:23-28
mist of darkness

shame


the building, 

located where? (separation)



filled with who?



Dressed how?



Doing what?



Dangerous why?


Forbidden paths


Who do you imitate?

8:29-30
"short in writing"

8:33
"we" heeded them not


What lesson is being taught? 


Who do you imitate?

8:35
Back to the specific, to Laman and Lemuel


The vision and you: v. 8-12 



Where are you right now? When have you passed through a "dark and dreary 

waste?"

In the vision, you  are at the tree, partaking of the fruit, and you cast your eyes 

around. What will you see? 

Iron rod = Word of God (1 Nephi 15:23-24)

Read: D&C 84:45, D&C 88:66, 2 Nephi 32:1,5

Path or way = Sanctification

Process of overcoming all sins and becoming pure and holy before God, accomplished by the power of the Holy Ghost and ending with perfection.

Read: 3 Nephi 27:19-20, Helaman 3:35; Moroni 10:32-33; D&C 88:66-68; D&C 50:24; Alma 13:10-12

Hope 

A dynamic assurance that we are on the path to eternal life, given to us by the Holy Ghost when we are born again, which helps motivate us to endure to the end in the process of sanctification.

Read: 1 Peter 1:3; 2 Nephi 31:19-20; Moroni 8:25-26; 1 John 3:3; Ether 12:32; Moroni 7:40-48


We must retain a remission of sins as we walk down the path. 


Read: Mosiah 4:11-12, 26

Tree of Life

1. Love of God (1 Nephi 11:21-22, Ether 12:34

2. The process that is the condescension of God, including the mother of Jesus, through the suffering and resurrection, and all of life from the beginning to the end of the world. (1 Nephi 11:13 – 1 Nephi 15).

3. Christ.  Read John 3:36, 1 Nephi 11:9-11, 20-21; 1 Nephi 11:25

4. Presence of God

5. Fountain of living water

Fruit of the Tree = Eternal Life

Read: 1 Nephi 15:36, D&C 14:7

Fountain of Living Water 

Jeremiah 2:13
= Love of God

Ether 12:28
= Charity  (Charity = Perfection. Read Colossians 3:14; Matthew 5:48)

Living Water

1. Word of God/Gospel/Spirit

2. Grace     Read 2 Nephi 25:23; 2 Nephi 2:4-8

3. Mysteries of God

Read D&C 63:23, Alma 26:21-22, Alma 12:9-11

How do we get on the path? 

Through the gate = being born again


Gate = faith, repentance, baptism, receipt of the Holy Ghost

When we have true faith (confidence or trust in God), sincere repentance and make a valid baptismal covenant, we actually receive the Holy Ghost. This reception of the Holy Ghost changes our heart and completes our spiritual rebirth = being born again. We get a remission of sins = forgiveness of sins.

Read Mosiah 4:2-3, Mosiah 5:2-7; DC 39:4-6; Alma 5:5-12; Alma 7:14-15

Other uses of gate and path imagery:

Matthew 7:13-14

2 Nephi 33:9

3 Nephi 27:33

Helaman 3:28-30

D&C 133:27

Isaiah 35:7-10 


The real lesson of the vision of the Tree of Life is that we should go to God and ask to experience the revelation. Otherwise, as we sit in the Gospel Doctrine class, we are no different from Laman and Lemuel, having the vision explained to us - and not experienced. No explanations can replace the experience.


