GD New Testament #37 – Hebrews

McGuire 4

	Hebrews 1:1-3

	KJV-LDS Scriptures
	NRSV
	NIV

	  1 God, who aat sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the bfathers by the cprophets,

  2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his aSon, whom he hath bappointed cheir of all things, by whom also he dmade the eworlds;

  3 Who being the brightness of his aglory, and the express image of his bperson, and upholding all things by the word of his cpower, when he had by himself dpurged our sins, sat down on the eright hand of the fMajesty on high;
	1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
	1In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 3The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

	Christ is the creator, has a fullness of God's glory, is in the exact image of the Father, is the heir of all 

things, and sustains all things by the word of his power.

Notice the allusions to Christ's three great roles:

1) Prophet: "God . . . has spoken to us by his son."

2) King: "heir of all things . . . sat down at right hand of Majesty in heaven."

3) Priest: "provided purification for sins."

Read: Col. 1:15-20 (p.  1494); John 14:7-9 (p. 1352), Moses 1:6, 32, 33 (pgs. 1, 4)


	Hebrews 2-9: Christ, suffering, and us

	KJV-LDS Scriptures
	NRSV
	NIV

	9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little alower than the bangels cfor the suffering of ddeath, ecrowned with glory and honour; that he by the fgrace of God should taste gdeath for every man.

  10 For ait became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all bthings, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the ccaptain of their salvation dperfect through sufferings.

  11 For both he that sanctifieth and they who are asanctified are all of bone: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them cbrethren,

  12 Saying, I will declare thy aname unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.

  13 And again, I will put my atrust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given me.

  14 aForasmuch then as the children are partakers of bflesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might cdestroy him that had the power of ddeath, that is, the edevil;

  15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to abondage.

  16 For verily he took not on him the nature of aangels; but he took on him the bseed of Abraham.

  17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make areconciliation for the sins of the people.

  18 For in that he himself hath suffered being atempted, he is able to bsuccour them that are tempted.
	9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

  10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying,

     "I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,

      in the midst of the congregation I will praise you."

13And again,

     "I will put my trust in him."

And again,

     "Here am I and the children whom God has given me."

  14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.
	But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

 10In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12He says,     "I will declare your name to my brothers;        in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises." 13And again,     "I will put my trust in him." And again he says,     "Here am I, and the children God has given me."

 14Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham's descendants. 17For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

	v. 10: How was Christ made perfect? 

Read Moses 16 (p. 1); D&C 76:41-43, (p. 139); D&C 93:8-22; Isaiah 53:10-11 (p. 926); Psalm 69:4-9, 14-16 (p. 757).

v. 11: How does Christ sanctify us/make us holy?

v. 14-18 Christ's sufferings and experiences in mortality empowered him to enable us to gain salvation. 

Read Alma 7:11-13 (p. 225); D&C 62:1 (p. 113); Hebrews 4:15 (p. 152); Isaiah 53:10-11 (p. 926)

v. 14: Christ partakes of mortality so that we might partake of glory, and to destroy the power of the 

evil one. Read 2 Nephi 9:10, 19, 26 (p. 73 ff)

v. 16: Who are Abraham's descendents?

v. 17-18: How do Christ's experiences empower him to save us?


	Hebrews 4:1-31, 14-16  Boldly seek to enter the rest of God

	KJV-LDS Scriptures
	NRSV
	NIV

	  1 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his arest, any of you should seem to come short of it.

  2 For unto us was the agospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with bfaith in them that heard it.
  3 aFor we which have believed do enter into rest

14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the aheavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.

  15 For we have not an high priest awhich cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points btempted like as we are, yet without csin.

  16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of agrace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
	4 Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest is still open, let us take care that none of you should seem to have failed to reach it. 2For indeed the good news came to us just as to them; but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened. 3For we who have believed enter that rest

14 Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
	1Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. 2For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith. 3Now we who have believed enter that rest

 14Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 16Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

	Jesus the Great High Priest:

· Has passed into Heaven (rests with God)

· Is able to empathize with us in every way (He understands our sin and will save us despite them if we rely on him.

· Was without sin.

· How should we approach the throne of grace?

· What does approaching the throne have to do with the rest of God? With the veil?

	· What is the role of the High Priest? (to bring about a holy, purified, sanctified people)

· How do we gain the confidence to approach God?

· What is our time of need?


	Hebrews 5:10-14

	KJV-LDS Scriptures
	NRSV
	NIV

	[Jesus Christ]

10 aCalled of God an bhigh priest after the order of Melchisedec.

  11 Of whom we have many things to say, and ahard to be buttered, seeing ye are dull of chearing.

  12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of amilk, and not of strong meat.

  13 For every one that useth amilk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.

  14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
	[Jesus Christ]

10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.
11 About this we have much to say that is hard to explain, since you have become dull in understanding. 12For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic elements of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food; 13for everyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is unskilled in the word of righteousness. 14But solid food is for the mature, for those whose faculties have been trained by practice to distinguish good from evil.
	[Jesus Christ]

10and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.

 11We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. 12In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.

	We need to desire the meat of the gospel. But, also see: 1 Peter 2:2 (1-3), D&C 19:21-22; D&C 50:40


	Hebrews 8: Christ is the High Priest of the New Covenant serving in the True Temple in Heaven

	KJV-LDS Scriptures
	NRSV
	NIV

	  1 Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an ahigh priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens;

  2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of the atrue btabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.

  3 For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to aoffer.

  4 aFor if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are bpriests that offer gifts according to the law:

[JST Heb. 8: 4 Therefore while he was on the earth, he offered for a sacrifice his own life for the sins of the people. Now every priest under the law, must needs offer gifts, or sacrifices, according to the law.]

  5 Who serve unto the example and ashadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the btabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the cpattern shewed to thee in the mount.

  6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the amediator of a better bcovenant, which was established upon better cpromises.
	Now the main point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2a minister in the sanctuary and the true tent that the Lord, and not any mortal, has set up. 3For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; hence it is necessary for this priest also to have something to offer. 4Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 

5They offer worship in a sanctuary that is a sketch and shadow of the heavenly one; for Moses, when he was about to erect the tent, was warned, "See that you make everything according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain." 6But Jesus has now obtained a more excellent ministry, and to that degree he is the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted through better promises. 
	1The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man.

 3Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this one also to have something to offer. 4If he were on earth, he would not be a priest, for there are already men who offer the gifts prescribed by the law. 

5They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: "See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain." 6But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises.

	v. 1-2 What is the true temple? Read Acts 7:46-50 (p. 1378); Isaiah 66:1-2 (p. 940); Acts 17:24 (p. 1396)

v. 3-6 What did the tabernacle (and all true temples) typify? (See Ex. 25:40)

Christ typified by the High Priest after Aaron

Gospel typified by the Law of Moses

True temple typified by the physical tabernacle/temple


	Hebrews 10:19-23   Hold to the Hope, Draw near to God, Penetrate the veil, which is the body of Christ

	KJV- LDS Scriptures
	NRSV
	NIV

	Having therefore, brethren, aboldness to enter into the bholiest by the blood of Jesus,

  20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the aveil, that is to say, his flesh;

  21 And having an ahigh priest over the house of God;

  22 Let us adraw bnear with a true heart in full assurance of cfaith, having our hearts dsprinkled from an evil econscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

  23 Let us hold fast the aprofession of our bfaith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)
	19 Therefore, my friends,g since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful.
	19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.

	What is the most holy place? What gives us confidence to enter there? Read D&C 121:45-46 (p. 242)

What is the relationship of Christ's body to the veil? Read Mark 15:38 (p. 1270)

The new and living way: Christ permits us to enter heaven through the veil. Read Hebrews 9:8, 7:25;

John 14:6 (p. 1352); Ether 12:11 (p. 509)

What is the role of hope in penetrating the veil?

See v. 24-25: We must encourage each other in this path!


Chapter 11: FAITH: The confidence that enables us to go forward and not shrink back, allowing us to leave the world behind as strangers and pilgrims on a journey to the city of God. (11:26 says explicitly that Moses knew of Christ.)

Chapter 12: THE RACE: The path of sanctification through the veil into the Presence of God.

Read 12:1-2

Read 12:22-24: The end of the race: to God and Christ
