Romans: Faith, Life, and Covenant

1. Faith in its relation to justice and mercy (1-8)

a. Greetings and “thesis statement”: “The just shall live by faith”. (1:1-17)

b. God's righteousness (justice) assures the faithful of salvation (1:18-4:25)

i. All are under condemnation because of sin (1:18- 3:20)

ii. The atonement applies to all equally (3:21-4:25)

c. God's love (mercy) assures the faithful of eternal life (5-8)

i. Christ's death puts an end to the reign of death and gives us peace with God (5)

ii. I cannot loose myself from the spiritual hold of death (6-7)

iii. The Holy Ghost gives life to all who exercise faith (8)

(1) To live by the Holy Ghost is to be a child of God, to inherit jointly with Christ (8:13-18)

(2) To live by the Holy Ghost is to be one of God's chosen people (8:28-33)

2. The covenant and the faithful life of the chosen people (9:1-15:12)

a. God's fidelity to his covenant with the chosen people, Israel: the enactment of God's justice and mercy (9-11)

i. Israel must have faith, must be faithful (9-10)

ii. Salvation by faith does not undo God's covenant with Israel (11)

b. God's relation to the Church; the Christian's obligations to obedience, our "reasonable service": the enactment of human faith and justice in fidelity to our covenant (12:1-15:12)

3. Personal messages (15:13-16:27)

