GD Lesson 25

McGuire 7

Lesson 25: “Not My Will, But Thine, Be Done" 

Matthew 26:36–46; Mark 14:32–42; Luke 22:39–46  (Gethsemane is not in John)

	Mark 14:32-42
	Mark JST 14:36-38
	Matthew 26:36-46
	Luke 22:39-46

	32 aAnd they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray.

  33 And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to be asore amazed, and to be bvery cheavy;

  34 And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch.

  35 And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him.

  36 And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; atake away this bcup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt.

  37 And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one ahour?

  38 aWatch ye and pray, lest ye enter into btemptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.

  39 And again he went away, and prayed, and spake the same words.

  40 And when he returned, he found them asleep again, (for their eyes were heavy,) neither wist they what to answer him.

  41 And he cometh the third time, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is enough, the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.

  42 Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand.
	At Gethsemane, even some of the Twelve did not fully grasp Jesus’ role as the Messiah. (compare Mark 14: 32-34)

  36 And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane, which was a garden; and the disciples began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy, and to complain in their hearts, wondering if this be the Messiah.

  37 And Jesus knowing their hearts, said to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray.

  38 And he taketh with him, Peter, and James, and John, and rebuked them, and said unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death; tarry ye here and watch.
	36 ¶ Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called aGethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and bpray yonder.

  37 And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and abegan to be sorrowful and very heavy.

  38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is aexceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and bwatch with me.

  39 And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and aprayed, saying, O my bFather, if it be possible, let this ccup pass from me: nevertheless not as I dwill, but as ethou fwilt.

  40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them aasleep, and saith unto Peter, What, bcould ye not watch with me one hour?

  41 aWatch and bpray, that ye enter not into ctemptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

  42 He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy awill be done.

  43 And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy.

  44 And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words.

  45 Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is abetrayed into the hands of sinners.

  46 Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray me.
	39 ¶ And he came out, and went, as he was awont, to the mount of Olives; and his disciples also followed him.

  40 And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into atemptation.

  41 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and prayed,

  42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, aremove this cup from me: nevertheless not my bwill, but thine, be done.

  43 And there appeared an aangel unto him from heaven, strengthening him.

  44 And being in an aagony he prayed more earnestly: band his sweat was as it were great drops of cblood falling down to the ground.

  45 And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow,

  46 And said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.


This lesson and lesson 26 are about the Atonement—Jesus Christ’s voluntary act of taking upon himself death and the sins and infirmities of all mankind. This lesson focuses on the Savior’s experience in the Garden of Gethsemane, while lesson 26 discusses his Crucifixion. It is important to remember that the Atonement included the Savior’s suffering both in the garden and on the cross.

THE THIRD BOOK OF MOSES CALLED

LEVITICUS

CHAPTER 16

How and when holy place must be entered by Aaron—Sacrifices offered to reconcile Israel to God—Scapegoat carries away sins of the people—Sins of all Israel forgiven on day of atonement.

  

  3 Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place: with a young bullock for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering.

  4 He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen breeches upon his flesh, and shall be girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen amitre shall he be attired: these are holy garments; therefore shall he wash his flesh in water, and so put them on.

  5 And he shall take of the congregation of the children of Israel two kids of the goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt offering.

  6 And Aaron shall offer his bullock of the sin offering, which is for himself, and make an atonement for himself, and for his house.

  7 And he shall take the two goats, and present them before the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

  8 And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat.

  9 And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD’s lot fell, and offer him for a sin aoffering.

  10 But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the LORD, to make an atonement with him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness.

 15 ¶ Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, and bring his blood within the vail, and do with that blood as he did with the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat:

  16 And he shall make an atonement for the holy place, because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and because of their atransgressions in all their sins: and so shall he do for the tabernacle of the congregation, that remaineth among them in the midst of their uncleanness.

  17 And there shall be no man in the tabernacle of the congregation when he goeth in to make an atonement in the holy place, until he come out, and have made an atonement for himself, and for his household, and for all the congregation of Israel.

  18 And he shall go out unto the altar that is before the LORD, and make an atonement for it; and shall take of the blood of the bullock, and of the blood of the goat, and put it upon the ahorns of the altar round about.

  19 And he shall sprinkle of the blood upon it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it, and hallow it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel.

  20 ¶ And when he hath made an end of reconciling the holy place, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and the altar, he shall bring the live goat:

  21 And Aaron shall lay both his ahands upon the head of the live goat, and bconfess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a cfit man into the wilderness:

  22 And the goat shall abear upon him all their biniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness.

the LORD commanded Moses.
President Ezra Taft Benson taught: “In Gethsemane and on Calvary, He worked out the infinite and eternal atonement. It was the greatest single act of love in recorded history.” (The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson [1988], 14).

• What did Jesus ask his Apostles to do in the Garden of Gethsemane? (See Luke 22:39-40)

  Why did Jesus ask the Apostles to pray? 

• What did Jesus ask Peter, James, and John to do in the Garden of Gethsemane? See Matt. 26:38, 41 

   What does watch mean in this context (see footnote 38b) (See 2 Nephi 4:28; Alma 7:22; 32:26–27).

• Why was Jesus willing to experience the great suffering he knew he would experience in the Garden of 

  Gethsemane? What can we learn from the Savior’s prayer in Gethsemane? 

• After Jesus said that he would do Heavenly Father’s will, “there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him." What can this teach us about our Heavenly Father? 

• What did the Savior experience in Gethsemane? 

 “Christ’s agony in the garden is unfathomable by the finite mind, both as to intensity and cause. … He struggled and groaned under a burden such as no other being who has lived on earth might even conceive as possible. It was not physical pain, nor mental anguish alone, that caused him to suffer such torture as to produce an extrusion of blood from every pore; but a spiritual agony of soul such as only God was capable of experiencing. … In that hour of anguish Christ met and overcame all the horrors that Satan, ‘the prince of this world,’ could inflict. … In some manner, actual and terribly real though to man incomprehensible, the Savior took upon Himself the burden of the sins of mankind from Adam to the end of the world” (Jesus the Christ, 3rd ed. [1916], 613).

 “As part of His infinite atonement, Jesus knows ‘according to the flesh’ all that through which we pass. He has borne the sins, griefs, sorrows, and … pains of every man, woman, and child” (in Neal A. Maxwell, Conference Report, Apr. 1987, 89; or Ensign, May 1987, 72).

Num. 21: 9 (6-9).

  9 And Moses made a aserpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

John 3: 14
14 ¶ And as Moses lifted up the aserpent in the wilderness, even so must the bSon of man be lifted up:

 15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

  16 ¶ For aGod so bloved the cworld, that he dgave his eonly begotten fSon, that whosoever gbelieveth in him should not perish, but have heverlasting ilife.

2 Ne. 25: 20.

  20 And now, my brethren, I have spoken plainly that ye cannot err. And as the Lord God liveth that abrought Israel up out of the land of Egypt, and gave unto Moses power that he should bheal the nations after they had been bitten by the poisonous serpents, if they would cast their eyes unto the cserpent which he did raise up before them, and also gave him power that he should smite the drock and the water should come forth; yea, behold I say unto you, that as these things are etrue, and as the Lord God liveth, there is none other fname given under heaven save it be this Jesus Christ, of which I have spoken, whereby man can be saved.

Alma 33: 19 (19-22).

  19 Behold, he was spoken of by aMoses; yea, and behold a btype was craised up in the wilderness, that whosoever would look upon it might live. And many did look and live.

Hel. 8: 14
  14 Yea, did he not bear record that the Son of God should come? And as he alifted up the brazen serpent in the wilderness, even so shall he be lifted up who should come.
• Why do we (I) need the Atonement of Jesus Christ? 

a. Because of the Fall of Adam and Eve, we are subject to physical death, which is the separation of the body and the spirit.

Moses 6: 48
  48 And he said unto them: Because that Adam afell, we are; and by his fall came bdeath; and we are made partakers of misery and woe.
b. When we sin, we bring spiritual death upon ourselves because we separate ourselves from God. Our sins make us unclean and unable to dwell with God.

1 Ne. 10: 21
  21 Wherefore, if ye have sought to do awickedly in the days of your bprobation, then ye are found cunclean before the judgment-seat of God; and no unclean thing can dwell with God; wherefore, ye must be cast off forever.
c. Because we cannot overcome physical or spiritual death by ourselves, Heavenly Father sent his Only Begotten Son to offer the Atonement

2 Ne. 2: 5-9
  5 And men are instructed sufficiently that they aknow good from evil. And the blaw is given unto men. And by the law no flesh is cjustified; or, by the law men are dcut off. Yea, by the temporal law they were cut off; and also, by the spiritual law they perish from that which is good, and become miserable forever.

  6 Wherefore, aredemption cometh in and through the bHoly cMessiah; for he is full of dgrace and truth.

  7 Behold, he offereth himself a asacrifice for sin, to answer the ends of the law, unto all those who have a broken heart and a contrite spirit; and unto bnone else can the cends of the law be answered.

  8 Wherefore, how great the importance to make these things known unto the inhabitants of the earth, that they may know that there is no flesh that can dwell in the presence of God, asave it be through the merits, and mercy, and grace of the Holy Messiah, who blayeth down his life according to the flesh, and taketh it again by the power of the Spirit, that he may bring to pass the cresurrection of the dead, being the first that should rise.

  9 Wherefore, he is the firstfruits unto God, inasmuch as he shall make aintercession for all the children of men; and they that believe in him shall be saved.
• What blessings are available to us because of the Atonement? How can we receive these blessings?

a. Because the Savior submitted to death and was resurrected, we will all be resurrected, overcoming physical death.

Mosiah 16: 7-8
  7 And if Christ had not risen from the dead, or have broken the bands of death that the grave should have no victory, and that death should have no asting, there could have been no resurrection.

  8 But there is a aresurrection, therefore the grave hath no victory, and the sting of bdeath is swallowed up in Christ.
b. Because he took upon himself our sins, we can repent of our sins and be forgiven, making us clean and worthy to dwell with God.

Alma 7: 13-14
  13 Now the Spirit aknoweth all things; nevertheless the Son of God suffereth according to the bflesh that he might ctake upon him the sins of his people, that he might blot out their transgressions according to the power of his deliverance; and now behold, this is the testimony which is in me.

  14 Now I say unto you that ye must arepent, and be born again; for the Spirit saith if ye are not born again ye cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven; therefore come and be baptized unto repentance, that ye may be washed from your sins, that ye may have faith on the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the world, who is mighty to save and to cleanse from all unrighteousness.

A of F 1: 3
3 We believe that through the aAtonement of Christ, all bmankind may be csaved, by  obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel.
c. Because he took upon himself our infirmities, he understands our difficulties and knows us.

Alma 7: 11-12
  11 And he shall go forth, suffering pains and aafflictions and btemptations of every kind; and this that the word might be fulfilled which saith he will ctake upon him the pains and the sicknesses of his people.

  12 And he will take upon him adeath, that he may bloose the bands of death which bind his people; and he will take upon him their infirmities, that his bowels may be filled with mercy, according to the flesh, that he may know according to the flesh how to csuccor his people according to their infirmities.

We receive peace in him.

D&C 19: 23
  23 aLearn of me, and listen to my words; bwalk in the cmeekness of my Spirit, and you shall have dpeace in me.


Ps. 40: 11-14
  11 Withhold not thou thy tender amercies from me, O LORD: let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve me.

  12 For innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up; they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore my heart afaileth me.

  13 Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me: O LORD, make haste to help me.

  14 Let them be ashamed and confounded together that seek after my soul to destroy it; let them be driven backward and put to shame that wish me evil.

Ps. 55: 4-8
  4 My heart is sore apained within me: and the terrors of death are fallen upon me.

  5 Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me.

  6 And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then would I fly away, and be at rest.

  7 Lo, then would I wander far off, and remain in the wilderness. Selah.

  8 I would hasten my escape from the windy storm and tempest.

Ps. 69: 20
  20 Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of aheaviness: and I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none.

2 Ne. 9: 21
  21 And he cometh into the world that he may asave all men if they will hearken unto his voice; for behold, he suffereth the pains of all men, yea, the bpains of every living creature, both men, women, and children, who belong to the family of cAdam.

Mosiah 3: 7
  7 And lo, he shall asuffer btemptations, and pain of body, chunger, thirst, and fatigue, even more than man can dsuffer, except it be unto death; for behold, eblood cometh from every pore, so great shall be his fanguish for the wickedness and the abominations of his people.

Mosiah 15: 2-5
  2 And because he adwelleth in bflesh he shall be called the cSon of God, and having subjected the flesh to the dwill of the eFather, being the Father and the Son—

  3 The Father, abecause he was bconceived by the power of God; and the Son, because of the flesh; thus becoming the Father and Son—

  4 And they are aone God, yea, the very bEternal cFather of heaven and of earth.

  5 And thus the flesh becoming subject to the Spirit, or the Son to the Father, being one God, asuffereth temptation, and yieldeth not to the temptation, but suffereth himself to be mocked, and bscourged, and cast out, and disowned by his cpeople.

Alma 7: 11-13
  11 And he shall go forth, suffering pains and aafflictions and btemptations of every kind; and this that the word might be fulfilled which saith he will ctake upon him the pains and the sicknesses of his people.

  12 And he will take upon him adeath, that he may bloose the bands of death which bind his people; and he will take upon him their infirmities, that his bowels may be filled with mercy, according to the flesh, that he may know according to the flesh how to csuccor his people according to their infirmities.

  13 Now the Spirit aknoweth all things; nevertheless the Son of God suffereth according to the bflesh that he might ctake upon him the sins of his people, that he might blot out their transgressions according to the power of his deliverance; and now behold, this is the testimony which is in me.

Alma 34: 9
  9 For it is expedient that an aatonement should be made; for according to the great bplan of the Eternal God there must be an atonement made, or else all mankind must unavoidably perish; yea, all are hardened; yea, all are cfallen and are lost, and must perish except it be through the atonement which it is expedient should be made.

3 Ne. 1: 14
  14 Behold, I acome unto my own, to bfulfil all things which I have made known unto the children of men from the cfoundation of the world, and to do the dwill, eboth fof the Father and of the Son—of the Father because of me, and of the Son because of my flesh. And behold, the time is at hand, and this night shall the sign be given.

3 Ne. 19: 19-33
  19 And it came to pass that Jesus departed out of the midst of them, and went a little way off from them and abowed himself to the earth, and he said:

  20 Father, I thank thee that thou hast given the Holy Ghost unto these whom I have achosen; and it is because of their belief in me that I have chosen them out of the world.

  21 Father, I pray thee that thou wilt give the Holy Ghost unto all them that shall believe in their words.

  22 Father, thou hast given them the Holy Ghost because they believe in ame; and thou seest that they believe in me because thou hearest them, and they pray unto me; and they pray unto me because I am with them.

  23 And now Father, I apray unto thee for them, and also for all those who shall believe on their words, that they may believe in me, that I may be in them bas thou, Father, art in me, that we may be cone.

  24 And it came to pass that when Jesus had thus prayed unto the Father, he came unto his disciples, and behold, they did still continue, without ceasing, to pray unto him; and they did not amultiply many words, for it was given unto them what they should bpray, and they were filled with desire.

  25 And it came to pass that Jesus blessed them as they did pray unto him; and his acountenance did smile upon them, and the light of his bcountenance did cshine upon them, and behold they were as dwhite as the countenance and also the garments of Jesus; and behold the whiteness thereof did exceed all the whiteness, yea, even there could be nothing upon earth so white as the whiteness thereof.

  26 And Jesus said unto them: Pray on; nevertheless they did not cease to pray.

  27 And he turned from them again, and went a little way off and bowed himself to the earth; and he prayed again unto the Father, saying:

  28 Father, I thank thee that thou hast apurified those whom I have chosen, because of their faith, and I pray for them, and also for them who shall believe on their words, that they may be purified in me, through faith on their words, even as they are purified in me.

  29 Father, I pray not for the world, but for those whom thou hast given me aout of the world, because of their faith, that they may be purified in me, that I may be in them as thou, Father, art in me, that we may be one, that I may be glorified in them.

  30 And when Jesus had spoken these words he came again unto his disciples; and behold they did pray steadfastly, without ceasing, unto him; and he did smile upon them again; and behold they were awhite, even as Jesus.

  31 And it came to pass that he went again a little way off and prayed unto the Father;

  32 And tongue cannot speak the words which he prayed, neither can be awritten by man the words which he prayed.

  33 And the multitude did hear and do bear record; and their ahearts were open and they did understand in their hearts the words which he prayed.

D&C 19: 15-20
  15 Therefore I command you to repent—repent, lest I asmite you by the rod of my mouth, and by my wrath, and by my anger, and your bsufferings be sore—how sore you know not, how exquisite you know not, yea, how hard to bear you know not.

  16 For behold, I, God, have asuffered these things for all, that they might not bsuffer if they would crepent;

  17 But if they would not repent they must asuffer even as I;

  18 Which asuffering caused myself, even God, the greatest of all, to tremble because of pain, and to bleed at every pore, and to suffer both body and spirit—and would that I might bnot drink the bitter cup, and shrink—

  19 Nevertheless, glory be to the Father, and I partook and afinished my preparations unto the children of men.

  20 Wherefore, I command you again to repent, lest I ahumble you with my almighty power; and that you bconfess your sins, lest you suffer these cpunishments of which I have spoken, of which in the smallest, yea, even in the least degree you have dtasted at the time I withdrew my Spirit.

D&C 93: 4
  4 The Father abecause he bgave me of his fulness, and the Son because I was in the world and made cflesh my dtabernacle, and dwelt among the sons of men.

