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  1

Lesson 17: Mark 10:17–30; 12:41–44; Luke  12:13–21; 14; 16
This lesson will focus on the parables in Luke, which emphasize mercy, reconciliation, and attitudes toward and use of wealth.

LUKE 12:13-21
	13 ¶ And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me.

  14 And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?
	Master=teacher=rabbi

Who made me a divider? 

If not a divider, then what? 

the ultimate reconciler.
	Psalm 133:1  How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity.

But, in this story, one brother wants help in pressuring the other brother into finalizing a division between them. 

The inheritance – most naturally assumed to be property/land.

The young man is crying out for justice; Jesus' answer is courageous and demands something new of the young man, and from us.

There is a greater gain than getting an inheritance and a greater loss than losing it.

	  15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.
	1st Wisdom Saying:

Beware of any insatiable desire, for the life of a person does not consist of a surplus of possessions.
	He said to them – to all who are listening, including us:

It is not true that a greater abundance of goods means greater abundance of life.

LIFE is not the product of more consumption.

	  16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:

  17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?

  18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.

  

19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

  20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?
	GOODS GIVEN
PROBLEM: I have no place to store the excess crops

PLAN: (PRESENT) I know what to do! Tear down my barns; build bigger ones.

PLAN (FUTURE)

GOODS LEFT

Fool = very strong, stupid, stupidity

"be required" = the return of a loan


	Jesus is dealing with a theme already well-known in the literature of the audience.

See Psalm 49, below

See also Ecclesiastes 2:1-11

Job 31:24-28

A man who is already rich receives more (a bumper crop). He didn't earn it; he doesn't need it. The Problem: what to do with the surplus?

"tear down" "build up" = classic prophetic language

"Relax. Eat. Drink. Enjoy yourself."

The rich man thinks that the total needs of the total person can be met by material surpluses well preserved for the owner's exclusive use.

The surplus goods were a gift; unearned. So is the soul.

	  21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.
	2nd Wisdom Saying

not rich toward God =

is not gathering riches for God
	The response of the original questioner: silence

The response of the rich man in the parable: silence

What is expected: we, the listeners, are to give our own individual responses

What is the abundant life? What is an abundant life toward God?

See Luke 9:23-25





Luke 14:15-24
Isaiah 25:6-9
King James Version
 6And in this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. 7And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations. 8 He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath spoken it. 9 And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Isaiah 25:6-9 (New International Version)
 6 On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare

      a feast of rich food for all peoples, 

     a banquet of aged wine— 

      the best of meats and the finest of wines.

 7 On this mountain he will destroy 

     the shroud that enfolds all peoples,

      the sheet that covers all nations;

 8 he will swallow up death forever. 

      The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears 

       from all faces;  

      he will remove the disgrace of his people  

      from all the earth. 

      The LORD has spoken.

 9 In that day they will say, 

      "Surely this is our God; 

       we trusted in him, and he saved us. 

      This is the LORD, we trusted in him;  

     let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.

Another translation
:

	v. 6: And He will make, Yahweh of Hosts,


for all the peoples on this mountain

        a fat banquet, a wine banquet,


a banquet of juicy marrow, of good wine

v. 7: And He will swallow on his mountain


the face of the covering

       the covering over all the peoples,

              and the veil spread over all the nations

v. 8: He will swallow up death forever.


And the Lord Yahweh will wipe away tears 



From off all  faces

        And the reproach of His people


He will take away from upon all  the earth,



For Yahweh has spoken.

v. 9: It will be said on that day,

       "Lo, this our God;

 
we have waited for Him

  
  that he might save us.

         This is Yahweh;


We have waited for Him


  Let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation."
	Make – a banquet for all peoples

Swallow – veil covering all peoples/nations

Swallow – death that causes tears on all faces

Take away – reproach of all the earth

God

Wait 

Save

God

Wait

Save


In this section, 

SALVATION = great banquet for ALL peoples/nations

The people swallow the banquet; God swallows up death and the veil.

The veil is not removed; rather it is destroyed.

Ordinarily people come to the banquet bearing gifts; here the banquet is pure grace – the participants of the nations bring nothing 

The food is the food of kings.

Isaiah clearly states that this banquet will be for ALL. However, later writings, including intertestamental writings, muted and reversed this universality. Jesus' use of this parable corrects the mutations and brings the understanding of the people (and our understanding) back to that of lsaiah.

See also:

Luke 5:29-32

Rev. 22:2

Matt. 22:1-14

Alma 5:34

D&C 27:5-14

D&C 58: 11 And after that cometh the day of my power; then shall the poor, the lame, and the blind, and the deaf, come in unto the marriage of the Lamb, and partake of the supper of the Lord, prepared for the great day to come.
Rev. 19: 7-9
  7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.

  8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.

  9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.

In Luke 13, the preceding chapter, we read of a great ingathering and banquet of the patriarchs (again, see D&C 27:5-14). Some have refused an earnest invitation. Many who expect to be there will be rejected. The guests come from the four corners of the earth. 
	Luke 14:15-24

	15 ¶ And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.


	The original conversation


	16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many:

  17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready.

  18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. 

The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused.

  19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused.

  

20 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.

 21 So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things. Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.

  22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room.

  23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.

  


	Great banquet – many invited

(first invitation, given in advance)

The banquet is ready: Come now!

(second invitation, sent by runner to the various houses)

Excuses – cannot come after all.

Three excuses follow.

Buying land very important in the middle-east, but .  .  . the purchaser has to seen the land NOW?

The excuses become progressively transparent: testing of FIVE yoke after purchase?

I am already married and busy with a bride; I cannot come to your banquet.

Those who wish to enjoy the banquet must leave behind their other concerns and come in. 

The response of the Host

Though angry, his response is grace, not vengeance. 

He invites the outcasts of the city. These will never be able to respond to the host in kind – to offer him a banquet in return.

(see Luke 15:2)

There is still room.

He invites those from outside the city.

(See Isaiah 49:6, Isaiah 61:1-2)

compel = these people will not believe the invitation; special pleading will be needed.



	24 For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper.
	Concluding remark/original conversation. (probably)

Why will they not taste? By their own choice; their rejection of the invitation. 


Table fellowship = the symbol of God's kingdom and God's society. 

Who is the servant in this parable?


Luke 16:1-8

This is an argument from "the lesser to the greater." (i.e., if x happens and y behaves in such a way as a result, how much more your Father in Heaven, who is perfect . . . )

Structure:

Rich man, steward


Problem


Problem



Idea


Solution


Solution

Rich man, steward 

	1 And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich man, which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he had wasted his goods.

 

2 And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward.

 

 

3 Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed.

  4 I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.

 

 5 So he called every one of his lord’s debtors unto him, and said unto the first, How much owest thou unto my lord?

  

6 And he said, An hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty.

  

7 Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And he said, An hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore.

 

 8 And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: 

for the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light.
	v. 1-2

Steward – probably NOT a slave, but someone who receives money for his service. (also, it is likely that the steward gets a little extra on the side – this is expected)

Relationship between steward and rich man is likely to be very close – a relationship of trust.

Rich man's option is to immediately have the steward thrown into jail, but he does not. Instead he asks for the records, and takes away the steward's employment. This is actually an act of mercy.

The steward says nothing to defend himself: this is an admission of guilt.

Thus we know: the rich man is already merciful.

The steward is guilty.

The steward has to hand in the books (accounts) but has not yet done this.

The steward has a strong self-preservation instinct. "I cannot dig = I cannot farm."

Idea: I will make it difficult for the others to refuse me food/place.

But . . . the unjust steward gets an even more positive result . . . 

The debtors (probably renters of the land – a close relationship between them, the steward, and the rich man).

The steward continues to act in his professional capacity; the debtors don't know that he has been fired. 

50 measures of oil = 500 denarii

Writing quickly – this is being done in a hurry.
Fourscore = 80, but . . . 20 measures of wheat = 500 denarii

This is all being done in a hurry.

At some point the steward has to give the records to the rich man – this is assumed to have happened before v. 8.

One explanation:

The debtors are grateful, not just to the steward, but to the MASTER in whose name the steward has acted. These debtors are grateful, pleased, happy. If the rich man now says that the steward acted inappropriately, and the original debt stands, he will cause the debtors (his renters with whom he has a close relationship) sadness – their joy will be turned to anger.

On the other hand, if the rich man stays quiet and allows his debtors their happiness, he will also be permitting the steward to get some credit for this [forced] generous act.

We already know the rich man/lord is merciful. In retrospect, the steward has risked EVERYTHING on this one characteristic of his lord – his mercy. 

The point . . . if the lord/master/rich man is merciful to such a steward on behalf of the renters/debtors . . . how much more will your Father in Heaven be merciful to you . . .

But we, the children of light, often do not trust in our Lord's mercy. The unjust steward recognizes the rich man's mercy as his defining characteristic and uses it to his advantage. But the children of light do not have the wisdom to trust or throw themselves on the mercy of their master or the wisdom to be merciful with their master's goods.




Luke 6:9

9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of [by use of] the mammon of unrighteousness (worldly wealth); that, when ye fail [when earthly life is gone], they [people whom you have helped while on earth] may receive you into everlasting habitations.  

What does this mean? How does this relate to the story of the rich man and Lazarus in v. 19-31?

  
Psalm 49 (New International Version) (see Luke 12:13-21 above)

For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm.

 1 Hear this, all you peoples; 

       listen, all who live in this world,

 2 both low and high,      

       rich and poor alike:

 3 My mouth will speak words of wisdom; 

     the utterance from my heart will give understanding.

 4 I will turn my ear to a proverb; 

      with the harp I will expound my riddle:

 5 Why should I fear when evil days come, 

      when wicked deceivers surround me-

 6 those who trust in their wealth 

      and boast of their great riches?

 7 No man can redeem the life of another

     or give to God a ransom for him

 8 the ransom for a life is costly, 

       no payment is ever enough-

 9 that he should live on forever

      and not see decay.

 10 For all can see that wise men die; 

       the foolish and the senseless alike perish

       and leave their wealth to others.

 11 Their tombs will remain their houses forever, 

       their dwellings for endless generations,

       though they had named lands after themselves.

 12 But man, despite his riches, does not endure; 

      he is like the beasts that perish.

 13 This is the fate of those who trust in themselves,

       and of their followers, who approve their sayings.       

      Selah

 14 Like sheep they are destined for the grave,

       and death will feed on them. 

     The upright will rule over them in the morning;

       their forms will decay in the grave, 

      far from their princely mansions.

 15 But God will redeem my life from the grave; 

      he will surely take me to himself. 

      Selah

 16 Do not be overawed when a man grows rich, 

      when the splendor of his house increases;

 17 for he will take nothing with him when he dies, 

      his splendor will not descend with him.

 18 Though while he lived he counted himself blessed— 

     and men praise you when you prosper-

 19 he will join the generation of his fathers, 

      who will never see the light of life .

 20 A man who has riches without understanding 

      is like the beasts that perish.
� Bailey, Kenneth: Poet & Peasant and Through Peasant Eyes: A literary-cultural approach to the parables in Luke. Eerdmans, 1983.





